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HEALTH 

Availability of health ser-

vices in critical is any socie-

ty. Health services are a  

matter of life and death. In 

the 2017 budget, allocation   

towards health has increased 

by about 29%. However, the 

health budget only accounts 

for 8.9% of total budget, 

failing to meet the Abuja 

Declaration commitment of 

11%. Of the total allocation 

to health, K726.8 million 

was allocated to procure-

Our question 

 What measure have been put in place to ensure that money allo-

cated for medical supplies is not wasted? 

Now according to the  Auditor General’s Report (2015),  K13.8 million of 

drugs had expired at medical stores,K5.31million were unaccounted 

for ,K23.1 million worth of medical equipment not delivered and a total of 

K383,557 of laboratory reagents had short self-life or were expired. The total 

coming to about k42.6 million, which is approximately 6% of 2017 budget. 

Besides, the 2017 health budget is 2.4% less than the 2015 budget. We cannot 

afford to lose 6% of the medical supplies next year . 

 

 Post Budget  Analysis 

Did You Know that  according 

to the Public Procurement  Act  

-A controlling Officer  or Chief 

Executive officer, is responsi-

ble and accountable for en-

suring that a procurement of 

the   procuring entity is       

conducted in accordance  the 

act (see  article 13) 

-A procurement entity shall 

plan its procurement in a ra-

tional manner. In particular 

aggregate its requirements , 

obtain  value for money 

and    reduce cost.( see      

article 42) 
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The 2017 budget shows that 

allocation towards citizen 

empowerment has drastically 

reduced from about K187.5 

million in 2016 to only 

K35.2 million in 2017. This          

represents a decline of about 

81.2% in allocation. 

A functional citizen empow-

erment scheme is important 

especially in a  time where  

lending rates are high.       

Empowerment of citizens is a 

pre-requisite for developing a 

home grown economy. If 

citizens are empowered, they 

will be able to bring a mean-

ingful contribution towards 

development of the country. 

It is for this reason that His 

Excellency  started the Presi-

dential initiative. This was to 

ensure that marketeers all 

over Zambia access funds 

vital for improving their 

business.  

Citizen Empowerment fund 

reduces in 2017 Budget 

 

Therefore, when the initiative started, His Excellence gave 10% of his salary towards 
the fund.  The Statutory Instrument (SI) 19 of 2016 puts the Presidential salary at 
ZMW 36,000.00. This meant that  about K3600 per month was going toward Mar-
keteers.   However, in 2017 the his     Excellency has cut his salary by 50% , bringing 
his salary to K1800. this means his contribution will only be  1800. 

Our Question 

 Why is government reducing the allocation towards Citizen Empowerment which can 
help create their own wealth and as such help develop a home grown economy? 



FAMER INPUT SUPPORT LINE OVER FUNDED 

Literature suggests that growth of the Agriculture sector in main-

ly driven by small-scale farmer in Africa. Therefore access to 

farmer input is cardinal if Zambia’s agriculture sector is to grow. 

The Farmer input support programme is the program that enables 

farmer access the farming inputs that are greatly needed for better 

yields. The FISP is 53% of the total 2017 agriculture budget. Un-

der this program, government in the targets 1million small scale 

farmers (2017 budget speech). Each beneficiary under this pro-

gram has to contribute K400. Therefore, it expected that the Min-

istry will receive a total of K400 million in 2017.  

Now each beneficiaries Visa card will have to be credited will 

K2100 which means one million farmer will need a total of K2.1 

billion. However, from the budget k 2.82 billion is allocated for 

input support, thus we see that the program is over funded by 

k724.34 million (why?) 
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Ministry of Fisheries and Live-

stock 

The 2017 allocation towards the 

Ministry of Fisheries and Live-

stock has decreased by 9.2% from 

the 2016 allocation. However, 

under head 86/03 programme 

1300 there is an allocation of K5 

million towards the review of 

agricultural policies and legisla-

tion.  This amount was only 

K510,430 in 2016. 

Is this the best use of resources 

especially that the Minister of 

Finance pointed out the need for 

Zambians to tighten their belts. 

On other hand, the allocation to-

wards Fisheries developments 

fund has gone down by 50% that 

is from K5 million to K2.5 mil-

lion 

REVENUE COLLECTION 
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The 2017 Budget gives an estimate of 64.5 billion kwacha in revenue collection. 

72% will be finance from Domestic revenue while 27% from foreign grants and 

loans However, estimates are not good if what is estimated to be collected is  not 

close or above the figure that is actually collected. Using finding of in the 2015 Au-

ditor   General Report, a comparison is made between the under collection of 2015 

 
UC=under collection and est=estimate 

Our question 

 Government failed to collect 1.4billion in 2015 in withholding tax, which represent 47.04% of 2015 

estimate. What measure have been put in place now to ensure that money is collected in 2017? 

 

Does the 

Budget  and 

Plan set strict 

and credible 

boundaries for 

collection and 

spending of 

public money 

to progressive-

ly realize peo-

ples choices. 

 

Did You Know 

that  failure to 

collect money 

that is due to  

government      

attracts a penalty 

of a surcharge or 

disciplinary      

action in form of 

demotion or    

other disciplinary 

action as may be 

determined by 

the disciplinary 

authority. See ar-

ticle 30 of the 

Public Finance 

Act 2008 

Revenue 2015 est 2015 UC 2017 est 2015 UC as 

% of 2017 

est 

Company 

Tax 

3billion 36million 4.9billion 0.74% 

Withholding 

taz 

1.45billion 1.45billion 3.08billion 47.04% 

Fines 14.7million 12.5million 2.23billion 0.56% 

Licenses 4.5million 0.8million 1.6billion 0.05% 

Judiciary 10.2million 8.99million 28.9million 31.08% 

Ministry of 

Lands 

105.5million 4.8million 897.6million 0.53% 



 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually endless. You can include stories that focus on current technologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or economic trends, or make predictions for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, you might comment upon new procedures or improvements to the business. Sales figures or earnings will show how your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is updated every issue, for instance, an advice column, a book review, a letter from the president, or an editorial. You can also profile new employees or top customers or vendors. 

Public Spending of Feeder Roads 

Zambian farmer are mainly in rural areas, howev-

er, the roads in these areas are in a deplorable 

states and some are impassible during the rainy 

season. Feeder roads are important as they ena-

ble farmer get their products to the market. The 

Agriculture Budget is silent about spending on 

feeder roads. It only mentions rehabilitation of 

feeder roads in Loans and Investment expendi-

ture. However, these feeder roads are all on the 

copperbelt which is unfortunate. A total K14.5 

Million is budgeted for the rehabilitations of the-

se feeder roads.  
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For the right to social  accountability 

Together  We can 



Alliance for Community 

Action 

Established in 2013, Alliance for 

Community Action (ACA) is a Non

-profit organization (NGO) that 

advocates for change in the way 

public resource are spent. ACA is 

a Zambian NGO working out of 

the Munali constituency in Lusaka 

city. It has adopted the Munali 

constituency as a microcosm of 

the national. The organisation 

targets all our efforts in the constit-

uency with the aim of drawing 

lessons that will be used to advo-

cate for change in the way public 

resources are managed in the 

nation  

 

G
overnm

ent M
oney is 

your M
oney!!! 
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